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DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
21-34 concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Turkey for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $259 million. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.

Sincerely,
JAMES A. HURSCH,
Director.
Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 21-34

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Turkey.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $0 million.

Other $259 million.

Total $259 million.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

None

Non-MDE: The Government of Turkey has
requested to buy defense articles and serv-
ices to support upgrading its fleet of F-16
aircraft, to include software upgrades of the
Operational Flight Program (OFP) avionics
with the Automatic Ground Collision Avoid-
ance System (AGCAS) capability; hardware
modifications to enable integration of the
Multifunctional Information Distribution
System Block Upgrade II (MIDS BU II), pro-
cured separately; hardware and software up-
grades to include aircraft major modifica-
tion; both classified and unclassified soft-
ware and software support; integration and
test support; support equipment; training
and training equipment; spare and repair
parts; publications and technical documenta-
tion; U.S. Government and contractor engi-
neering, technical, and logistical support
services; and other related elements of
logistical and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (TK-
D-VAL).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: TK-P-LKT,
TK-D-SFA, TK-D-SLA, TK-D-SMB, TK-D-
NCU.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
April 17, 2023.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Turkey—F-16 Avionics Upgrade

The Government of Turkey has requested
to buy defense articles and services to sup-
port upgrading its fleet of F-16 aircraft, to
include software upgrades of the Operational
Flight Program (OFP) avionics with the
Automatic Ground Collision Avoidance Sys-
tem (AGCAS) capability; hardware modifica-
tions to enable integration of the Multifunc-
tional Information Distribution System
Block Upgrade II (MIDS BU II), procured sep-
arately; hardware and software upgrades to
include aircraft major modification; both
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classified and unclassified software and soft-
ware support; integration and test support;
support equipment; training and training
equipment; spare and repair parts; publica-
tions and technical documentation; U.S.
Government and contractor engineering,
technical, and logistical support services;
and other related elements of logistical and
program support. The estimated total cost is
$259 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States by helping to improve the
security of a NATO ally that is an important
force for political stability and economic
progress in the Black Sea region.

The proposed sale will improve Turkey’s
capability to meet current and future
threats by providing a critical flight safety
and tactical integration capability to assist
in defending its homeland and U.S. personnel
stationed there. Turkey has demonstrated a
willingness to modernize its F-16 capabilities
since it purchased the aircraft in the mid-
1980s, and will have no difficulty absorbing
these capabilities into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Lockheed
Martin Aeronautics Company of Fort Worth,
TX. There are no known offset agreements
proposed in connection with this potential
sale.

Implementation of this sale will not re-
quire the assignment of U.S. Government or
contractor representatives in Turkey.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 21-34
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Automatic Ground Collision Avoid-
ance System capability is used as a flight
safety mitigation tool in order to reduce in-
cidents of controlled flight into terrain and
ground collisions, which account for seventy-
five percent of F-16 pilot fatalities world-
wide. The system consists of a series of colli-
sion avoidance and autonomous decision-
making algorithms that utilize precise navi-
gation, aircraft performance, and digital ter-
rain data to determine if a collision is immi-
nent. If the system determines a collision is
imminent, the system commands an autono-
mous maneuver to prevent impact, although
the pilot may override this functionality.

2. The highest level of defense articles,
components, and services included in this po-
tential sale is CONFIDENTIAL.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures which might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties.

4. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal are authorized for release
and export to the Government of Turkey.
CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO §620¢(d) OF THE

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1961, AS

AMENDED

Pursuant to Section 620C(d) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (the Act),
Executive Order 12163 and State Department
Delegation of Authority No. 245-2, I hereby
certify that the furnishing to Turkey of de-
fense articles and services to support upgrad-
ing F-16 aircraft is consistent with the prin-
ciples contained in Section 620C(b) of the
Act.

April 20, 2023

This certification will be made part of the
notification to Congress under Section 36(b)
of the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
regarding the proposed sale of the above-
named articles and services and is based on
the justification accompanying such notifi-
cation, of which such justification con-
stitutes a full explanation.

———

NATIONAL RENDERING DAY

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today in recognition of National Ren-
dering Day.

As ranking member of the Senate Ag-
riculture Committee and a voice for
Arkansas farmers and ranchers, I have
seen firsthand their dedication to pro-
ducing the most affordable, abundant,
and safe supply of food in the world.
That responsibility extends beyond the
farm, with rendering playing a critical
role in ensuring we can meet the grow-
ing global demand for food, feed, and
fuel.

U.S. renderers contribute $10 billion
in annual economic activity. These in-
clude many small businesses which are
the backbones of our economy. Uti-
lizing innovative technologies and a
highly skilled workforce, renderers re-
claim otherwise wasted animal mate-
rial such as protein, bone, and fat, as
well as used cooking oil from res-
taurants.

For hundreds of years, renderers have
been upcycling the unused materials
into higher-value applications includ-
ing pet food, biofuels, soaps, gels, and
candles in addition to fertilizer. By re-
ducing the amount of waste sent to
landfills, rendering makes our food
production footprint smaller and helps
minimize the environmental impacts of
animal agriculture and food produc-
tion.

In Arkansas, there are many success-
ful rendering companies, and I am
grateful for the jobs they create and
their proficiency in generating useful
products for consumers. We celebrate
the inaugural National Rendering Day
on April 21 and recognize the countless
contributions of the industry to pro-
tecting the environment, delivering
sustainable solutions, and growing the
economy. I am pleased to join this spe-
cial acknowledgment to help bring
awareness to reducing and eliminating
food waste through rendering and pro-
mote rendered products as a sustain-
able choice for our planet.

———

TRIBUTE TO JIMMY STRINGER

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, 1
am pleased to commend Jimmy String-
er, a dedicated member of my personal
staff who left my office recently to re-
turn to my home State of Mississippi.
Jimmy merits commendation for his
contributions and dedicated service
throughout his role in public service,
as well as a member of my personal of-
fice staff.

A native of Madison, MS, Jimmy
earned his bachelor’s degree from Mis-
sissippi State University. Jimmy’s
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